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(This first one is well before the 1960s, but it is too strange and serious to ignore)

From: https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/the-human-equation/201205/female-cult-leaders-who-kill
April 3, 1912:  Clementine Barnabet and The Church of the Sacrifice  

“In 1912, 18-year-old Clementine Barnabet shocked Lafayette, Louisiana when she confessed to personally axing 17 people to death as part of her devotion as high priestess to the Church of the Sacrifice. Seven entire families, 40 people in all, were killed by members of this religious group, which apparently believed that riches and immortality could be gained through human sacrifice.  Revenge also seemed to be a factor in a few of the murders, as Ms. Barnabet stated that at least two of the families had refused to obey ‘messages from God.’

Ms. Clementine stated that the murders mostly occurred on Sunday nights while the victims were sleeping. (However, even if the children woke up, this did nothing to dissuade the high priestess from continuing her slaughter until all family members lay in bits and pieces about the floor.) Few of the homes were robbed and many of the victims were strangers to the cult followers who killed them. The Church of the Sacrifice was apparently an equal opportunity cult; there were an equal number of male and female members and both genders equally participated in the murders.”
1963

From: http://unknownmisandry.blogspot.ca/2011/09/magdalena-solis-high-priestess-of-blood.html
Magdalena Solis, “The High Priestess of Blood,” Mexican Serial Killer – 1963


Wikipedia: Magdalena Solis also known as the High Priestess of Blood, was a serial killer, a member of a cult in Mexico that was responsible for orchestrating several murders, and participated in drinking the blood of the victims. She was convicted of 8 murders and sentenced to 320 years in prison.            

Santos and Cayetano Hernandez recruited Magdalena Solis and her brother Eleazor to pose as mystical gods so their gang could extort money and sex from their followers. Early in 1963, the Hernandez brothers convinced the remote village of Yerba Buena that the Inca gods of the mountain were willing to give them fabulous wealth in exchange for their undivided loyalty and sexual favors. The uneducated peasants never realized that the Inca dynasty was of Peruvian origin and if they had gods dwelling in the mountains, they would have been Aztec. But despite that, the villagers cleared out mountainside caves to use as temples for the brothers’ elaborate rituals. The men and women of the village became sexual toys for the brothers in the hopes of bringing good fortune to the village. But after three months of sexual sacrifices, no gods made an appearance or sent messages, and there was no discernible change in the quality of life or work. With their royal lifestyle in danger, the brothers decided to expand their scam, making it into a commercial enterprise.


They decided to bring the gods to the people. In Monterey it didn’t take long to hire hooker Magdalena Solis and her pimp brother. They were introduced to the villagers in one of the mountain caves, magically appearing through a flash powder-induced cloud of smoke. Peasants desperate to improve their situation handed the con men their money and personal belongings. They were promised mystical treasure hidden in the mountain’s mythical caverns, but when the wealth failed to appear, disgruntled villagers began to raise suspicions. The dissenters were dubbed “unbelievers” and fingered as human sacrifices. Over a six-week period, eight villagers were beaten to death during ritual ceremonies, the first two by their own frightened neighbors. To please their blood-thirsty gods, the people of Yerba Buena drank the blood of their friends and neighbors from ceremonial goblets.


The next six victims were sacrificed at more organized rituals devised by the brothers for maximum effect. The high point of the assembly was drinking of their victims’ blood mixed with chicken blood in sacrificial goblets. One ritual, consisting of a beating, burning, and machete hacking, was witnessed by an outsider who happened upon the scene. Schoolboy, Sebastian Guerrero, 14, saw the carnage and ran seventeen miles to the town of Villa Gran and the local police station. The police laughed when he told his story, but because he was so upset, they sent him with an officer, Luis Martinez, to check out the story. Neither one returned. Several days later, police and soldiers from the state capital, Ciudad Victoria, were sent to investigate the site. On 31 May, 1963 they found the hacked corpses of Officer Martinez and Guerrero, as well as grisly evidence of other killings. Martinez was found with his heart ripped out of his body.


Magdalena and Eleazor were found in a nearby home tripped out on marijuana. Santos Hernandez was killed in a hail of bullets during a shootout with the police. Villagers scattered into the mountains searching for the protection of their gods. The most fanatical set themselves up in the caves that dotted the mountainside. They exchanged rifle fire with the officers and soldiers, but superior fire power and numbers eventually overwhelmed them. As it turned out later, Cayetano Hernandez was killed earlier by Jesus Rubio, a villager who had caught onto the scam and wanted a piece of it for himself. The Solis high priests and twelve of their now sadly disillusioned followers were brought to trial on 13 June, 1963. Each of them received a prison sentence of 30 years.

*
 Inca was a South American culture, Whereas it was Azetec and Maya that were located in the region in question. 

***




***

Long accounts of the case are given in:

[Richard Glyn Jones, “Magdalena Solis: The Cult of Human Sacrifice,”  The Mammoth Book of Women Who Kill, Carroll & Graf Publishers; 2002, pp. 392-399]

[Brad Steiger, “Born to Be the Goddess of a Blood Cult,” in Real Vampires, Night Stalkers and Creatures from the Darkside, Visible Ink, 2009, pp. 49-52]
1966

On February 21, 1966, at least three members of the Nation of Islam in Philadelphia fatally shot Malcolm X, who was critical of the then-current leader of the organization (Evanzz, 1999: 311, 320).

1969

Charles Manson’s ‘Family’ killed at least nine people in California between July 27 and August 26, 1969, although the actual number of murders may reach at least into the thirties (Bugliosi with Gentry, 1974: 474-481; Sanders, 1989).

1970s

 http://www.the-line-up.com/cult-leaders-who-manipulated-and-murdered-their-followers/
“In the 1970s a manipulative pimp, Carl Drew, used Satanism to control the prostitutes who worked for him. Drew’s cult, known as the Fall River Cult, was based in Massachusetts and included up to 10 members. Drew claimed to be the son of Satan and was closely associated with the Fall River sex trade. The group was known for satanic ceremonies, which were held in the forrest and characterized by Drew speaking in various languages and voices.

Initially, Drew was satisfied by conducting his rituals with sex and drugs, but before long, Drew demanded more of his followers. As the self-proclaimed son of Satan, Drew wanted a human sacrifice as part of his gatherings. Drew took the lives of three young prostitutes before he and his devotees were rounded up by the authorities. Each of the young female victims were beaten and/or stabbed to death as part of the ritualistic killings. When one of the women tried to go to police, Drew killed her and beheaded her in front of the remaining cult members.

After the surviving followers were arrested in 1980, Drew and a fellow member were given life sentences. Another female member, Robin Murphy testified against Drew in return for a lighter sentence. Members have since come out to confirm that Murphy was far from a victim and willingly participated in the three brutal killings.”
This article was first published on Crime Feed.

1972

Near Seattle, Washington, the leader of the Love Family (Love Israel) declared that his followers would receive visions by sniffing a solvent, toluene. In 1972, two members suffocated while sniffing it out of plastic bags, and Love Israel prayed over them, expecting them to arise from the dead after three days (Balch, 1988: 192).

1974

For 179 days between October 1973 and April 1974, a series of random, racially motivated attacks (which came to be known as the Zebra attacks) took place in San Francisco, which included fifteen murders and eight additional victims who were either wounded or raped. All the victims were Caucasians, some of the victims were tortured, mutilated, and nearly decapitated, and all the perpetrators were African-American members of a Nation of Islam schismatic group, the Death Angels, whose members had to kill “blue-eyed devils” as an initiation. Four men–J.C. Simon, Larry Green, Manuel Moore, and Jesse Lee Cooks–were convicted.  During the trial, the Nation of Islam retained lawyers for three of the defendants (Howard, 1979; see Sanders and Cohen, 2006).


In Great Yarmouth, England, two members of the Family Church of Jesus drowned, apparently after trying to walk on water (in May and June 1974). Two years earlier, police had removed three people from the sect’s headquarters and taken them to a psychiatric hospital. Apparently they were in a trance, having chanted nonstop for three days, “’Baby Jesus, save me; baby Jesus, save me’” (Los Angeles Free Press, 1874 [sic: 1974]).
1975


Between 1975 and 1977, Ervil LeBarron, who was the leader of a fundamentalist Mormon polygamous group, Church of the Firstborn, had his followers carry out a series of murders against defectors and perceived rivals (Anderson, 1993; Chynoweth with Shapiro, 1990: 145, 147-148, 207-208).

1977

On the eve of Oric Bovar’s New York City trial for failing to report a corpse, which he tried to raise from the dead, the 65-year-old leader of about 100 devotees committed suicide by jumping out of a tenth-floor window (San Francisco Chronicle, 1977).


In early May 1977, members of a sect in Salvador, Brazil called the Universal Church of the Saints drowned eight children.  The members claimed that they acted under orders from God.  “Parents of several of the drowned youngsters were interviewed in a program that appeared on national television, and they spoke calmly about the deaths of their children” (Los Angeles Times, 1977; Daily Breeze, 1977).

1978

In the Guyana compound named after Jim Jones, 913 members committed murder/suicides on 18 November 1978, and five members of Congressman Leo J. Ryan’s entourage were murdered as they prepared to fly out of the local air strip (Reiterman with Jacobs, 1982: 529-531, 571, 579).


On 31 July 1978, self-proclaimed prophet and leader of an anti-Mormon cult, Immanual David, committed suicide in a canyon outside of Salt Lake City, Utah. Over a decade earlier, the Mormon church had excommunicated him for “proclaiming that he was God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Ghost, that he had the original Book of Mormon gold plates in his possession, and that he had received a revelation that he would someday take over leadership of the church” (Fleisher and Freedman, 1983: 133). Three days later, his wife and seven children went over an eleventh floor balcony of the hotel in which they were living in Salt Lake. (Some eyewitnesses said that the widow and mother had to throw the youngest children over the balcony, but that the older ones and she jumped.) One child lived, but suffered severe brain damage (Fleisher and Freedman ,1983: 133-134).

1978

On 18 January 1979, police killed fundamentalist Mormon John Singer on his property in Marion, Utah, during a failed attempt to arrest him over the schooling of his children (Fleisher and Freedman, 1983: 178-184).


“Milton Blahyi, a former feared rebel commander in Liberia’s brutal civil war, has admitted to taking part in human sacrifices as part of traditional ceremonies intended to ensure victory in battle.  He said the sacrifices ‘included the killing of an innocent child and plucking out the heart, which was divided into pieces for us to eat.’  There had been rumours of human sacrifices during the 1979-83 conflict but this is the first time anyone has admitted publicly to the practice.  Mr Blahyi, 37, is better known in Liberia as ‘General Butt Naked’ because he went into combat with no clothes on, to scare the enemy.  He is now an Evangelistic preacher, who prefers to use the name Joshua.

1980
“A firing squad executed a self-proclaimed ‘medium of God’ who killed 13 of his disciples, including 10 children, Chinese newspapers reported today.

 
The victims allowed themselves and their children to be killed by the leader of the bizarre cult, believing they would be ‘elevated to heaven,’ the reports said” (Washington Post, 1980).

1981



In Singapore, spirit medium Adrian Lim and two associates were executed for the 1981 ritual murders of two young children (Fong, 1989; John, 1992).


Followers of Yahweh Ben Yahweh (of the Nation of Yahweh) murdered and decapitated a member, whom they apparently believed was a stoolpigeon, in mid-November 1981 (Freedberg, 1994: 128-133). In late 1983, members killed another suspicious adherent (Freedberg, 1994: 156-160), and other murders followed throughout the mid-1980s (Freedberg, 1994: 189-190, 202-203, 205, 207-208, 217-218).

The Ripper Crew http://listverse.com/2014/07/02/10-terrifyingly-evil-killer-cults/  

“Starting on May 23, 1981, a series of brutal rapes and murders rocked the city of Chicago. The terrifying crime spree started with the disappearance of 28-year-old Linda Sutton. She was found 10 days later; she had been raped and stabbed to death, and her left breast had been removed. This was just the first in a string of 18 murders of women. In every case, the left breast was removed.

The crimes were being committed by a group of four young men who were referred to as “The Ripper Crew” or the “Chicago Rippers.” The group was led by a former John Wayne Gacy employee named Robin Gecht. The other three members were Edward Spreitzer and a set of brothers, Andrew and Thomas Kokoraleis.

The foursome would travel around the city in Gecht’s van and either lure women to the van or outright kidnap them. They would take the victims back to Gecht’s apartment in order to sacrifice them. First, they took turns raping the victim, before removing the breast using piano wire. Apparently, they subsequently masturbated onto the amputated breast before dicing it up and then eating it. This was all done while Gecht read aloud from the Satanic Bible.

Their reign of terror came to an end when the group kidnapped prostitute Beverley Washington. They raped her, stabbed her, and removed her breast before dumping her by the railroad tracks. Amazingly, Washington survived the brutal ceremony. She gave the police a description of the men who attacked her as well as the van they drove, and the Crew was soon rounded up.
Once in police custody, three members of the cult confessed to their crimes—all except the leader, Robin Gecht. As a result, Gecht could not be charged with murder, but was given 120 years in prison for the assault on Washington. Thomas Kokoraleis was given 70 years, while Edward Spreitzer and Andrew Kokoraleis were given death sentences. Spreitzer had his sentence commuted to life, while Andrew Kokoraleis was executed on March 17, 1999.”

June 19: “WOLF POINT, Mont. -- Four members of a small sect espousing harsh discipline for children [River of Life Tabernacle] were sentenced to terms ranging from a suspended jail term to 60 years in prison in the beating death of a 5-year-old boy….
The four, including the boy's parents, were convicted in state District Court of deliberate homicide for the Jan. 9 death of James Gill.

Roosevelt County Attorney James McCann told the court the sect's policy of harsh discipline for children constituted 'a common criminal intent and a community of purpose that these people had with one another.'

The stiffest sentence -- 60 years in prison -- was given Thursday to Daniel Powers, 29, who admitted beating the boy with an electrical cord and a stick the night he died. Powers during the trial accepted sole responsibility for the death.

District Judge James Sorte handed the boy's mother, Jennifer Gill, 22, a 20-year sentence, all of which was suspended.

His father, Grady Gill, 24, was sentenced to 20 years with 12 years suspended. Robert S. Poole, 23, was sentenced to 10 years with four years suspended….
Charges had been filed against the sect leader and his wife, James and Judy Delorme, but were later dropped” (UPI, 1981).
1982


Mr Blahyi said he first become exposed to killings in 1982 when, at the age of 11, he was ordained ‘the traditional priest of my tribe….’  As the traditional priest, he says he persuaded the ‘hesitant’ political leaders of his faction to make a human sacrifice before going to battle. ‘They asked me to do it in secret; but some of the sacrifices are supposed to be as a ceremony; so my boys and I made some of the sacrifices in the open.’  Mr. Blahyi did not say where they had found the children to kill” (Paye-Layleh, 2008). 


“A leader of the Church of Naturalism who was murdered at the church’s Hollywood Hills compound on November 6 [1982] was involved in drug trafficking and had been threatened by his customers, three former church employees have told police

On 22 October 1982, members of a militant sect, the Christ Miracle Healing Center and Church (in Miracle Valley, Arizona) swarmed police officers who were attempting to execute three arrest warrants against members who had failed to answer charges related to traffic violations.(Note, however that one source on the incident only refers to police attempting to arrest one member on a traffic violation [Wecht and Saitz with Curriden, 2003: 170]). After two officers were wounded from a shotgun blast, officers returned fire, killing three members. Up until that incident, as many as five children had died because of the sect’s belief in faith-healing (Melvoin, 1982). State prosecutors laid charges against ten members, but eventually had to drop them after forensic evidence indicated that a police officer had shot two members in the back but had lied about events in his report (Wecht and Saitz with Curriden, 2003: 153-180).
1983


In January 1983, the wife of a cult leader in Memphis, Tennessee, tried to get her husband, Lindberg Sanders (49), committed to a mental institution a day before he and six followers captured and beat to death a police officer.  The small group that he led was nameless, was apocalyptic and believed that police were “Antichirst agents of the Devil” (New York Times, 1983).

In February 1983, eighteen Pakistani Shiah Muslims died from following the reputed revelations of their sect’s leader, Naseem Fatima, which instructed them to enter the Arabian Sea at Hawkes Bay, “from which they would be miraculously transported to Karbala in Iraq without worldly means” (Ahmed, 1986: 125). All of those who died were locked in five trunks that other adherents pushed into the water, but twenty others attempted to walk into the water and were pushed back by the waves (Ahmed, 1986: 126).


In the fall of 1983, Robert Mathews formed an Aryan terrorist group named the Order, which subsequently murdered a Denver talk-radio host (Alan Berg) in June 1984 and a police officer in Missouri in April 1985.  Mathews died in a gun battle with police in early December 1984 (Martinez with Guinther, 1988).

Two members of the Hare Krishna sect (based in New Vrindaban, West Virginia) murdered a fringe member (in 1983), and one of them subsequently (in 1986) killed a former-member-turned-critic (Hubner and Gruson, 1988: 17-20, 319).

1984


On 24 July 1984, Mormon fundamentalist Daniel Lafferty killed his sister-in-law (Brenda Lafferty) and fifteen-month-old niece (Erica Lafferty), allegedly after discerning God’s will that he was to do so (Krakauer, 2004: xi-xxiii).

1985


In Philadelphia, the “back-to-nature” and anti-technology group MOVE engaged in a gun battle with police, which ended in the death of eleven members (on 13 May 1985) after police dropped a bomb on the top of the row house (aiming for the group’s bunker), which burned down the entire block (Assefa and Wahrhaftig, 1988).


The leader of a Filipino cult set himself on fire and died in August 1985, in a ‘baptism of fire’ to the ancient Hebrew god that members worshipped.  Before doing so in front of 3,000 people in the town of Cebu, the man claimed, “‘I will come back to life at the stroke of 3 o’clock’” (Ottawa Citizen, 1985). 

1986


In April, 1986, a Seattle mother (who was a member of th Community Chapel and Bible Training Center in Burien, Washington) “drowned he 5-year-old daughter last month in Portland [Oregon] to protect her from evil demons [and] was found guilty except for insanity at a brief hearing Wednesday in Multnomah County Circuit Court” (Oregonian, 1986; Snell, 1986).

In October 1986, a Nebraska judge sentenced polygamist commune leader, Michael Ryan, to death for the torture-murders of 5-year-old Luke Stice and 27-year-old James Thimm. Ryan preached a combination of neo-Nazism, tax resistance, marijuana-smoking, and apocalyptic survivalism, and he forced Luke’s father to sodomize both Luke and Thimm as members watched. He also forced Thimm to sodomize a goat. The boy’s death came after Ryan dangled him from a dog leash, calling him “the seed of Satan.” Thimm died after being tied up and sodomized with shovel handles and beaten for four days. Ryan’s son and another commune member shot Thimms’s fingers with their handguns, and Ryan partially skinned Thimm while he was still alive and begging for mercy (Coates, 1986).


On November 1, 1986, a man found the burnt corpses of seven female members of a Japanese sect, the Friends of Truth on a beach. Apparently they had immolated themselves in order to join their recently deceased leader (San Francisco Chronicle 1997; see also the United Press International, 1986).

1987


On August 29, 1987, “[t]he bound and gagged bodies of 33 persons linked to a religious cult were found neatly stacked in a factory attic in Seoul, South Korea… Authorities believe they were victims of a murder-suicide pact” (Boston Globe, 1987).

1988


Late in 1988, while he was drunk, Roch Theriault of Ontario and Quebec, Canada, killed a follower by trying to operate on her (Kaihla and Laver, 1993: 219-228).

	                    “A MEMBER of the Hare Krishna religious cult was sent to a secure mental hospital today               after admitting killing and decapitating his American guru because he believed he was the Anti-Christ.

                    John Tiernan (Navanita Cora dasa) once believed James Immel, 39, (Jayatirtha) was the      reincarnation of Christ, Judge Neil Denison was told at the Old Bailey. Disillusioned, he later came to see his "master" as another Hitler and the embodiment of "The Beast" as depicted in the Book of Revelation. The three names Immel used for religious purposes each had six letters-and in Tiernan's mind these represented the figures 666, symbol of "The Beast".

                  On November 13 last year Tiernan, 32, from the Irish Republic, went to the shop in Regent's Park Road where Immel worked and stabbed him to death. He then severed his victim's head in order to exorcise "the evil.

                 Tiernan, a former Student at University College Dublin, and one of the cult's best fund-raisers, told police he was "euphoric" after the killing, said prosecuting counsel Mr John Nutting” (Evening Standard, 1988).



	

	

	


1989


In April 1989, Jeffrey Don Lundgren, who broke away from the Reformed Latter Day Saints organization, murdered (with the assistance of his followers) five members of a family that had drifted away from his teachings (Earley, 1991: 268, 284-291; Sassé and Widder, 1991: 108-118).


During the Spring of 1989, law enforcement uncovered twelve bodies on a ranch in Matamoros, Mexico, where drug dealers had killed victims and then used them in Palo Mayombe rites of protection (Kilroy and Stewart, 1990: 112; Schutze, 1989).


On 12 May 1989, four members of an Oregon group, the Ecclesia Athletic Association, received first-degree manslaughter convictions for the beating death of an 8-year-old girl, who was the daughter of the group’s founder. For stealing food from another child’s plate, these adults struck the child hundreds of times. The leader, Eldridge Broussard, Jr., ostensibly started the group to use  athletic training, discipline, and religion as means to keep the children off of drugs (Seattle Post-Intelligencer, 1989; Seattle Times, 1989).

1991

The Carny Cult  http://listverse.com/2014/07/02/10-terrifyingly-evil-killer-cults/ 
[image: image2.jpg]



“In 1991, William Anthony Ault was working for a traveling carnival in the US. His coworkers Jimmie Penick, Mark Goodwin, and brothers Keith and David Lawrence were involved in a Satanic cult—and Ault wanted to join. When the cult rejected him, Ault turned to blackmail. He knew about the murder of an 18-year-old boy in Fulton County, Georgia, committed by Penick and Keith Lawrence earlier that year. However, the cult had a different plan to ensure Ault wouldn’t talk.

On September 25, 1991, after the carnival had closed, the five men were driven to a secluded area and Ault was asked to lie on a makeshift altar. The four cult members then tied and gagged him. Keith Lawrence said a prayer to Satan before Penick picked up a knife and cut Ault from his neck to his stomach. The men then took turns cutting his abdomen and chest, making an inverted cross. Finally, Penick asked Ault if he was ready die before slitting his throat. The four men later cut off Ault’s head and hands and tried to burn them, before throwing his body in a field. Then they took the money Ault had on him and went to Arby’s.

The police were tipped off to the location of the body by Mark Goodwin’s father, and the cult was arrested a short time later. Penick was given a 60-year sentence, Keith Lawrence was given 20 years, and David Lawrence and Goodwin were both given eight years.

When asked about their Satanic connections, Keith Lawrence said that Satanism was “like a drug: ‘You get high, and once you’re over it, you’ve got to inject even more than the first time.’”

1993


Four federal agents and at least six members died in a gunfight with the Branch Davidians on 28 February 1993, followed by the deaths of seventy-four Davidians on 19 April in a building fire (that some leaders may have started) and related ‘mercy killings’ (Hall with Schuyler and Trinh, 2000: 44).


On 2 October 1993, fifty-three members of Vietnam’s minority Thai community in Son La committed suicide under the direction of their leader, Ca Van Lieng, who had predicted that an apocalyptic flood would occur in 2000 (San Francisco Chronicle 1997).


In December 1993, two German skinheads were convicted in Schleswig for the firebombing deaths of three Turks the year before (Atkinson, 1993).

1994
Seventy-nine members of the Order of the Solar Temple died in murder-suicides at various times in Quebec, France, and Switzerland in October 1994, 1995, and 1997, and several members murdered an apostate couple and their infant son (Hall with Schuyler and Trinh, 2000 :111-114).  
1995


Seth Asser and Rita Swan identified 172 children between 1975 and 1995 who had died in American families who had withheld medical treatment from them on religious grounds, and concluded that most of them would have lived if they had received proper treatment (Asser and Swan, 1998).


Members of Aum Shrinrikyo released sarin gas on the Tokyo subway on 20 March 1995, killing twelve and injuring 5,510 people (Hall with Schuyler and Trinh, 2000: 79-80). Some of the group’s leaders also had been involved in other murders (Brackett, 1996: 121-123; Kaplan and Marshall, 1996: 40-43, 274).

1996


In early-to-mid 1996, five members of a “self-described teen militia called the Lords of Chaos” in Fort Meyers, Florida went on a crime spree, killing their school’s band leader; burning down a supermarket construction trailer, a Baptist church; an aviary containing exotic birds; and an abandoned building; plus carried out a car jacking and armed robbery (San Francisco Chronicle, 1996).
The Vampire Clan  http://listverse.com/2014/07/02/10-terrifyingly-evil-killer-cults/ 
“Like many teenagers, 16-year-old Rod Ferrell was obsessed with dark subjects, specifically vampires. However, Ferrell took things a bit further by declaring that he actually was a 500-year-old vampire named Vesago. While it’s not unusual for people to role-play, Ferrell’s dark obsessions would have tragic consequences.

Though born in Kentucky, Ferrell spent some time living in Eustis, Florida, where he met Heather Wendorf at their school. Wendorf was immediately drawn to Ferrell and was fascinated by the “vampire clan” that he ran back in Kentucky. The pair performed rituals in which they would drink each other’s blood. After Ferrell moved back to Kentucky, Wendorf confided in him that she was miserable at home. Ferrell soon came up with a solution to “save” Wendorf.

On November 25, 1996, Ferrell and his vampire clan, which consisted of Scott Anderson and two teenage girls, drove to Wendorf’s home. The girls took the car and brought Wendorf to see her boyfriend so she could say goodbye. Meanwhile, Ferrell and Anderson walked into the house, where Ferrell grabbed a crowbar and beat 49-year-old Richard Wendorf to death as he lay asleep on the couch. The pair claimed they were going to leave 54-year-old Ruth unharmed, but she came across the two teenagers in her home and threw hot coffee on Ferrell, which angered him into beating her to death as well. Ferrell then burned his symbol, a letter V, into Richard Wendorf’s body, before stealing his car and picking up the girls. Heather’s sister found the bodies when she returned home from work that night.

The vampire clan drove to New Orleans, but they quickly ran out of money. When one of the girls called her mother to ask for cash, the police quickly tracked down the clan. All but Heather Wendorf confessed to the crime. Ferrell was given a death sentence, making him the youngest person on death row at the time (his sentence was later reduced to life in prison). Heather Wendorf was acquitted of involvement in the crimes after a grand jury found she did not know what Ferrell intended to do.”
1997

Thirty-nine members of Heaven’s Gate committed suicide on 22 or 23 March 1997, in southern California (Hall with Schuyler and Trinh, 2000: 149; Raine, 2005). Apparently they believed that they were traveling to a spaceship that would take them to a higher level of being.


In May 1997, an American immigration judge ordered the deportation of South Korean preacher Eun Kyong (Jean) Park, after she served a two-year sentence for involuntary manslaughter, which occurred as the result of a six-hour exorcism that she and four followers within Jesus-Amen Ministries performed as an attempt to rid a woman of ‘demons’ (Tampa Tribune, , 1995; Zane, 1997).

1998


In mid-April 1998, Dr Frederick Lenz (also known as Zen Master Rama), who combined his unorthodox teachings about Eastern philosophy with computer consulting, committed suicide by drowning. A devotee and lover failed in her attempt to kill herself in what seemed to have been a suicide pack (Konigsberg, 1998: 22).

1999


Philadelphia, Pennsylvania resident Gary Heidnik died from lethal injection in 1999, as punishment for the confinement, murders and cannibalism that he committed against women in the mid-1980s. Back in 1971, he had formed the United Church of the Ministries of God, whose congregation was comprised of mentally handicapped African-American women with whom he often engaged in group sex.  In 1978, he received a three year sentence for beating and sexually abusing the sister of his girlfriend after breaking her out of a mental institution. By late 1986, he was kidnapping, confining, raping, and beating women under deplorable conditions in his basement, having at least five captors by early 1987.  Two women died, and he fed one of them to his remaining victims.  He captured yet another victim in March 1987, but eventually she talked her way out of his control ostensibly to tell relatives that she was okay before returning to him. Once freed, she went to police, who raided Heidnik’s house of horrors (Constantine, 2006: 162-166).

Nigeria—“On April 4, 1999, five year old Hammim Muhammed was left in the care of a neighbor, Francis Muwanga, by her mother Jalia Katusime, a hair dresser.  Muwanga fled with the little girl, killing her and cutting off her head.  He removed her tongue, fingers, and private parts.  His wife confessed that the two were working on the orders of a witch doctor, Ynus Samanya, who told them that if they sacrificed a child to the spirits, they would become rich. Muwanga, his wife and the witch doctor were sentenced to death on July 29, 1999 and are in prison” (Mwesigye, 2009).


In 1999, infant Samuel Robidoux starved to death when his parents, Jacques and Karen Ribidoux, followed a reputed revelation of Jacques’s sister, Michelle Mingo (the infant’s aunt) that he should not eat solid food but only should receive breast milk. The father was convicted of first-degree murder in June 2002; the mother was convicted of assault and battery in early February 2004; and the aunt pleaded guilty to being an accessory-before-the-fact on an assault and battery on a child (Associated Press, 2004; D. Weber, 2004; Wedge, 2004). All of the adults were members of a Massachusetts group called The Body, which rejected modern medicine and many other aspects of modern life.


“China has sentenced the leader of a Christian religious group to death for allegedly swindling his fellow sect members.


In what state media have described as the country’s biggest ever cult case, Supreme Spirit sect leader Liu Jiaguo was found guilty of embezzling $40,000 from his supporter—money which was supposed to fund sect activities and help poor followers.


He was also found guilty of raping more than 10 female disciples, two of them aged just 13.


Liu denied the rape charges, saying the women acted voluntarily after he told them it was their sacred duty to sleep with him.


The 34-yeqr old leader, a rural Christian from Hunan province, is reported to have styled himself ‘the supreme spirit.’


Alongside Liu Jiaguo, the cult’s deputy leader was jailed for 20 years and 20 more key members were also imprisoned. Another 40 were sent to labour camps…. (BBC News, 1999).

In late September 1999. the United Kingdom’s Sunday Times carried an article about  the teachings of Ellen Greve/Jasmuheen (leader of the Breatharians), whose claims about not having to eat  seem to have contributed to the deaths of three people (Walker and O’Reilly, 1999).


In Vietnam, “two members of the so-called Chinese Dragon Buddha doomsday cult are reported to have committed suicide, prompting officials to repeat warnings about the sect . . . .  The deaths followed an incident a month earlier when three other cult members refused medical treatment and starved themselves to death as part of a ritual designed to test their faith.  Senior cult member Vie The Vihn, 46, and Pham Van Cuong, reportedly took their lives to escape a disaster their sect believe[d] will destroy the world next year” (Watkin, 1999). 

2000

The Movement for the Restoration of the Ten Commandments of God killed an estimated 780 members at various times in March 2000 in Uganda (Mayer, 2001).

2001


In January 2001, Diane Alexis Whipple was mauled to death in San Francisco by two attack dogs that were owned by imprisoned Aryan Brotherhood leader Paul ‘Cornfed’ Schneider but were being cared for on his behalf by attorneys Marjorie Knoller and Robert Noel (Jones, 2003).

“…[A]ccording to the Chinese government in July 2001, whether it was by disease, suicide, or murder, Falun Gong…was responsible for more than 1,660 deaths in China’” (quoted in Chang, 2004: 105; see Page, 2002). The group hotly disputes claims of this kind (Xie and Zhu, 2004).


In September 2001, the leader of a Washington state sect called the Gatekeepers was convicted of murder, as also was one of his followers (Blaine Applin). Their victim was a former member who knew that the two had committed fraud against local businesses. The year before, the pair also had been convicted on robbery charges as well as having attempted to kill a police officer (Burkitt, 2001).


The September 2001 discovery of the torso of a boy in London’s River Thames drew attention to the black magic practice of muti killings in parts of Africa in which people, especially children, are murdered in the belief that their deaths increase the luck of the ritual performers.  Alternatively, another theory is that the boy’s murder was part of an obeah ritual, which is a form of African Satanism that may have come to the United Kingdom via the Caribbean (McVeigh, 2002).

2002


The Chiba District Court (Japan) sentenced Koji Takahashi, leader of the “self-enlightenment” group called Life Space, to fifteen years in prison for killing a follower by applying a reputedly religious cure while denying him medical treatment (Japan Times, 2002).

On a Filipino island, twenty-three people (including a police officer), died in gun battles in June 2002 as authorities tried to arrest the leader of a sect (the Philippine Benevolent Missionaries Association) on a murder charge, during which his followers opened fire (Mendez et. al., 2002).


Between June 2002 and July 2003, the Lord’s Resistance Army in Uganda “abducted approximately 8,400 children, resumed its despicable practice of mutilating people it believes to be affiliated with the government, and targeted religious leaders, aid providers, and other civilians.”  Like so many other of its civilian victims, the Lord’s Resistance Army kills many of these children, and forces others to commit horrible atrocities (mutilations, killings, beatings, sexual assaults, etc.) as well as serve as child soldiers (Human Rights Watch, 2003: 3; see 3-6).

2003


In 2003, a California judge sentenced two women and a vegan Rastafarian named Winnfred Wright to prison sentences for the malnourishment death of a nineteen-month-old child. Wright and the women under his control referred to themselves as The Family, and authorities familiar with it called it “cultlike” (Brown, 2002; Garretson, 2003).

In August 2003, South Korean investigators discovered that adherents to a sect devoted to a leader named Cho had killed nine members whom Cho believed questioned his authority. The group’s main dogma “is that eternal life can be obtained by observing Cho’s 131 commandments, which include avoiding sexual relations during marriage. It once had over 3,000 devotees” (Ja-young, 2003).


In early September 2003, five members of a sect named Superior Universal Alignment were sentenced in a Brazilian court for having tortured, killed, and mutilated up to nineteen boys (whose ages ranged from 8 to 13) between 1989 and 1993. The female leader of the sect, Valentina de Andrade, believed that a medium had told her that “boys born after 1981 were possessed by the devil,” so she and her followers slit their victims’ wrists, cut out their eyes, and sliced off their sexual organs (Reuters, 2003).


A Nigerian newspaper reported that “115 students in various educational institutions in the country lost their lives to violent cult-related activities in the last decade.”  In addition, 665 students had received disciplinary action for their cult involvements (Onabu, 2003). 

2004


In June 2004, three members (Glenn [Taylor] and Justin Helzer and Dawn Godman) of a California group calling itself the Children of Thunder were convicted of murdering five people as part of a plan to declare war on Satan.  Aspects of that plan involved adopting, then training, Brazilian orphans whose mission would be to kidnap high-ranking Mormon officials so that Taylor would be appointed the new Mormon president. The murders stemmed from financial extortion and money-laundering efforts intended to raise money for the schemes (Scott, 2005).  

In August 2004, Nigerian authorities uncovered at least eighty-three bodies that apparently were ritual sacrifice victims of followers of the Alusi Okija cult. Police had arrested thirty-one suspects (Edmonton Journal, 2004).


The South Korean Supreme Court upheld the death sentence against Ra Kyong-ok, who committed six murders of other members of a sect called Yongsaenggyo at the behest of its leader. Ruling in early September 2004, it also upheld lower court decisions that had “sentenced three other members who assisted in the killings to jail terms ranging from 12 years to life imprisonment.” Apparently the victims had threatened to reveal the leader’s past illicit activities (Rahn, 2004).


At the end of September 2004, “a policeman and three members of an obscure Shiite Muslim cult” were killed and twelve people were injured in clashes with followers of Said Agha Nazem, who considered himself as the twelfth Shiite Imam Mahdi (IranMania News, 2004).


During an October 2004 training session of Keroyan, most of whose members were former followers of Aum Shinrikyo, the group killed a woman in Tokyo by beating her to death with a bamboo sword in a ritual designed to eliminate her ‘bad karma” (Kyodo News Service, 2004).  


In November 2004, twelve followers of an Indonesian spiritual guru named Iskandar (who promised wealth to his devotees) committed suicide by drinking a poisonous concoction that he prepared for them (News24, 2004; Xinhua, 2004).


In mid-December 2004, police in Yongin, South Korea, found the body, probably of a Mr. Song, who apparently was sealed in an underground room by disgruntled members who were upset that his treatments for incurable illnesses were not working and who then lost a power struggle over ownership of the cult and its property (Chan-min, 2004).

2005

When a senior member of Aum Shrinrikyo was found dead in a bathtub on January 1, 2005, the group suspended one of its rituals that required members to spend hours in scalding water (AFP, 2005).


In March 2005, Terry Ratzmann, who was a member of the Living Church of God, walked into one of its services in Brookfield, Wisconsin and killed seven people before fatally shooting himself.  While various reports had him as a sufferer of depression who was about to lose his job, recently he had been upset by a sermon from the church’s leader that had forecast an increase in biblically prophesied apocalyptic events (Williams and Nakashima, 2005).
2006

Black Jesus  http://listverse.com/2014/07/02/10-terrifyingly-evil-killer-cults/ 
“Born in Papua New Guinea, Stephen Tari began studying to be a Lutheran Minister before eventually abandoning that calling (it’s unclear if he chose to leave the school or if he was kicked out). He traveled deep into the mountains of New Guinea, where he started his own religion, calling himself “Black Jesus.”

The cult grew to have about 6,000 members, despite their controversial use of “Flower Girls”—specially chosen young girls who served as concubines for Tari and other cult leaders. At one point, Tari claimed to have 430 of them.

In October 2006, Tari and members of his cult were apparently involved in a ceremony with 13-year-old Rita Herman, whose mother had offered her up to Tari. During the ceremony, Tari raped Rita before stabbing her to death. It was also reported that Tari and the mother ate her flesh and drank her blood, although both denied this.

In October 2007, one set of villagers decided they had had enough and attacked Tari’s stronghold. They beat him and carried him out of the jungle tied to a log before handing him over to the police. Tari was subsequently convicted of four counts of rape, but was never charged with the murder. But on March 21, 2013, Tari, along with about 49 other inmates, escaped from his prison.

In August 2013, Tari was in a small village named Gal, where he apparently murdered a five-year-old girl and attempted to kill a teenage girl the next day. This time the villagers took care of Tari themselves. On August 29, a mob attacked Tari and a 15-year-old follower. They hacked and slashed at him, even castrating him, before burying him in a pit in the jungle” 
2007


In late January 2007, an apocalyptic Muslim cult calling itself the Soldiers of Heaven and apparently comprised of both Sunnis and Shias, lost an estimated 300 soldiers with 200 wounded in a pitched battle with American and Iraqi soldiers in Najaf, Iraq.  Following a leader who considered himself to be the Mahdi (i.e., “a messiah-like figure who Muslims believe will right injustices in the world’), cult members had planned “to massacre clerics and hundred of thousands of pilgrims massed in the Shi’ite city [of Najaf] to commemorate Ashura, which marks the death in battle of Mahammad’s grandson in 680” (Evening Standard, 2007).

In January and April 2007, authorities in Florida convicted two people, Kenneth Hoover and Charles Marovskis—both members of a skinhead hate group named Tampa Blood and Honour—for murdering two homeless men.  The murderers had considered their victims to have been inferior to them because of their homelessness (Mohammed, 2007). 

Between April and late June 2007, at least thirty murders in Kenya were linked to the Mungiki cult, which is a traditionalist, anti-Christian group resembling the Mau Mau of the 1950s.  Fifteen of these murder victims were decapitated.  As part of a police crackdown on the sect, police killed twelve Mungiki suspects in early July, and the shed in which they died contained human body parts (Salopek, 2007; The Standard, 2007).

“A toddler whose remains were found inside a suitcase was starved to death by religious cult members—including his mother—because he refused to say ‘amen’ after meals, police said today.

Ria Ramkissoon and three other members of the group have been charged with the first-degree murder of her son Javon Thompson, whose body was found in April.

U.S. police and the family of Ramkissoon say that the group, based in Baltimore and called 1 Mind Ministries, is a cult” (Daily Mail Reporter, 2008).

2008

On September 15, 2008, Fox News reported that “A gang of Satan worshippers killed and ate four Russian teenagers in a sickening ritual.  The Satanists stabbed each of their victims a terrifying 666 times before dismembering their bodies and cooking them on a bonfire….  The victims, three girls and one boy, all aged 16 and 17, disappeared from their homes in June…. Cops arrested eight alleged Satan worshippers in connection with the killings….” (Fox New, 2008).


“ . . .[I]n December 2008, the arrest of the businessman Godfrey Kato Kajubi in connection with the kidnap and ritual killing of 12-year-old Joseph Kasiyre, brought to light many other cases [in Nigeria] totaling 318 in 2008—up from 230 in 2006” (Mwesigye, 2009).

In Baltimore, Maryland, “Three cult members face sentencing in Baltimore for the death of a toddler starved for not saying ‘Amen’ after meals.  The child’s mother 23-year-old Ria Ramkissoon, is already in a residential treatment program for young women as part of an unusual plea bargain in which her plea will be withdrawn of the child is resurrected.  Prosecutors say cult leader Queen Antoinette told the mother that denying food would cure her child’s rebellious spirit. Antoinette, her daughter Trevia Williams and fellow cult member Marcus Cobbs face up to 60 years on second-degree murder and child abuse charges at sentencing Tuesday.  Javon Thompson’s body was found in a suitcase in Philadelphia in 2008, more than a year after his death” (AP, 2010).

[About the Followers of Christ in Clackamas County, Oregon] “Raylene and Carl Brent Worthington: Fifteen-month-old Ava Worthington died in 2008 at her parents’ home of bronchial pneumonia and a blood infection. Her parents conducted faith-healing rituals but never sought medical treatment. Carl Worthington was convicted of misdemeanor criminal mistreatment and sentenced to two months in jail. Raylene Worthington was acquitted of all charges” (Ryan, 2017).

[About the Followers of Christ in Clackamas County, Oregon] “Jeffrey and Marci Beagley: 15-yeqr-old Neil Beagley, brother of Raylene Worthington, became ill from a urinary tract blockage and died two weeks later in June 2008. The Beagleys said they followed their son’s wishes in treating him only with prayer and faith healing. Both parents were convicted of criminally negligent homicide and sentenced to 16 months in prison” (Ryan, 2017).
2009

[About the Followers of Christ in Clackamas County, Oregon] “Dale and Shannon Hickman: The Hickmans . . . received the mandatory minimum prison term under Measure 11 sentencing guidelines for failing to seek medical care for their son, who was born two months prematurely in 2009 and lived less than nine hours. An autopsy found he had staph pneumonia and underdeveloped lungs” (Ryan, 2017).
 2011

““A 50-year-old man and a monk were arrested Tuesday for suffocating to death the man’s 13-year-old daughter after they tied the girl to a chair and doused her with water on the pretext of "exorcising an evil spirit.”

The Kumamoto prefectural police arrested Atsushi Maishigi, the girl’s father and a company employee in Kumamoto, and Kazuaki Kinoshita, a 56-year-old monk of Nagasumachi in the prefecture, on suspicion of causing bodily injury resulting in death of Maishigi’s daughter Tomomi.

According to the police, the two had performed the practice on the girl more than 100 times since March” (Yomiuri Shimbun, 2011).

United Kingdom: “Victoria Climbie died in 2000 in one of Britain’s worst child abuse cases.

Hundreds of witchcraft abuse cases are going unreported across the country each year, it has been revealed.

Just 38 cases have been reported in the last five years-and it is feared that they represent just the tip of the iceberg.

Hundreds of children may be left to starve, beaten, and having chili rubbed into their eyes.

Youngsters born with physical and mental difficulties are most at risk from abuse.

Relatives often believe that the children are ‘possessed’ and the torture is carried out as a form of exorcism.

Extreme evangelical Christian churches—most prevalent in the Democratic Republic of Congo—have grown significantly in recent years and their influence is thought to have spread to groups in the UK.

The eight-year-old had 128 injuries on her body in a case describes by a pathologist as one of the worst ever child abuse cases” (Cooper, 2011).
2012

April 2, 2012 “Eight people have been arrested for allegedly killing two 10-year-old boys and a 55-year-old woman in ritual sacrifices by the cult of La Santa Muerte, or Saint Death, prosecutors in northern Mexico said Friday.  John Larrinaga, spokesman for Sonora state prosecutors said the victims’ blood was poured around an altar to the saint, which is depicted as a skeleton holding a scythe and clothed in flowing robes” CBS Local, 2012). 


“The leader of a North Carolina religious cult has pleaded guilty to murdering a 28-year-old woman and a four-year old boy who thought he was gay.  Peter Lucas Moses, 27, will face two lifetime sentences for shooting to death Jadon Higganbothan and Antoinetta Yvonne McKoy but will avoid the death penalty because he has agreed to testify against others who acted as accessories in the slayings, including his brother, sister, and mother.  Moses, who belonged to a sect called the Black Hebrews, lived in a one bedroom house in Durham with the two victims, a number of other women, three of which considered themselves his ‘wives’, and eight children that he fathered.  The group referred to Moses as ‘Lord,’ according to WRAL News (Daily Mail Reporter, 2012). 

“Japan executed [by hanging] two people Thursday, including a 65-year old female cult leader convicted of six murders that took place during supposed exorcisms….  Eto turned to faith healing after she and her husband joined a cult, according to Japanese media reports.  She and two accomplices, including her daughter, were convicted of beating their victims to drive out ‘demons’ and then hiding their bodies at her home.  During her trial, Eto’s lawyers argued that she had diminished responsibility as she was suffering mental problems at the time of the crimes. She plead not guilty, but a Japanese court upheld her sentence, ruling that her crimes were ‘excessively grave.’ Eto’s daughter and another cult member were sentenced to life for the 1995 murders” (Huff Post World Canada, 2012).

“Ian Thorson came to prominence when he died in 2012 on a mountaintop spiritual retreat founded by Michael Roach and Christie McNally…. 


How did Thorson, from Roosevelt, Island in New York City, come to die of dehydration in the Arizona cave he shared with NcNally, who had an emergency beacon she did not use in time?

[A Death on Diamond Mountain’s] second subject is Buddhism in America and how it moved from hippies in dirty storefronts to yoga island retreats for the super-rich” (Maclean’s, 2015).

2014
“HOUSTON -- A jury on Thursday convicted a Houston-area teenager of capital murder in the death of a girl who prosecutors say was killed as part of a satanic ritual.

Jurors found Jose E. Reyes, 18, guilty in the February death of 15-year-old Corriann Cervantes in a vacant apartment southeast of Houston. Reyes will receive an automatic life sentence.

Prosecutor Martina Longoria told jurors during closing arguments that Reyes committed "so many horrible, heinous and inhumane things," according to the Houston Chronicle.
Reyes' attorneys had sought a lesser sentence and argued their client may be guilty of murder, but not capital murder.

Jurors during the four-day trial saw graphic photos of injuries, including an upside down cross carved on Cervantes' stomach.

A case is pending against a juvenile who prosecutors say assisted Reyes in the killing. The boy, 16 when the killing occurred, is charged with capital murder.
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Jose Reyes was found guilty of capital murder Thursday, Dec. 11, 2014.

KHOU

Authorities have said the pair was hoping to make a deal with the devil by killing Cervantes. They say the teens brought Cervantes to the apartment where they had consensual sex, but then matters spiraled out of control. The girl was struck with an ashtray, a toilet tank lid and a window blind rod, before being strangled and stabbed in the face with a screwdriver, authorities have said” (Crimesider Staff, 2014).
2015


“The group was approaching fellow diners at a McDonald's restaurant in an eastern Chinese city on a Wednesday night, asking for their cellphone numbers, when one woman refused.

What happened next, captured by terrified onlookers on their cellphone cameras and later replayed in news reports, would shock the Chinese public and trigger an official crackdown on what Beijing has characterized as a dangerous doomsday "cult."

"Go to hell, demon," one of the accused, Zhang Lidong, yelled as he beat the woman with a steel mop handle, telling her she would "never come back in the next reincarnation."

Other members of the group threatened diners that they would kill anyone who intervened, reported Chinese state media.

By the time police arrived at the fast food outlet in the city of Zhaoyuan, in the eastern Chinese province of Shandong, they found the victim, a 37-year-old mother named Wu Shuoyan, lying in a pool of blood.

Zhang was kicking and stomping her while a boy beat her with the mop handle, state media reported; within the hour, she was pronounced dead at a local hospital.

Five adults have been convicted of murder over the attack on May 28, 2014 -- Zhang Lidong, Zhang Fan, Lyu Yingchun, Zhang Hang, Zhang Qiaolian. They are all members of the Church of Almighty God ("Quannengshen"), Zhaoyuan police said in a statement” (Hume, 2015).  

A February 2015 article in the British newspaper, The Independent, reported that a father and daughterwere executed for the deadly beating (Dearden, 2015).

“Ugandan authorities have been accused of turning a blind eye to the issue of child sacrifice.


According to a report by the Amsterdam-based NGO KidsRights, hundreds of children across Uganda are believed to have been victims of child sacrifice in recent years.


Ureport, an SMS-based reporting system supported by UNICEF and international development organization Brac, says that every week, children in Uganda disappear when parents aren’t watching.  Many are later found dead or if they are alive, they have blood or body parts missing.


‘In many cases, parts were removed by witch doctors when the children were still alive in a ritual of sacrifice,’ says KidsRights report No Small Sacrifice. ‘Such sacrificial rituals, and the subsequent wearing, burying or eating of a child’s body parts, are thought to bring success, personal prosperity and health’” (Redfern, 2015).

2016

“The first Word of life defendant to be sentenced proclaimed her love, through tears, for the brother she whipped to death and the other, whom she assaulted. ‘I do truly love my brothers. I did not inten[d] or purposefully inflict, knowingly, serious physical damage. I was not aware. I just, I just snapped. My brain just could not . . . ,’ sobbed Sarah Ferguson Thursday morning in Oneida County Court.


Ferguson is one of several defendants charged in the beating death of 19-year-old Lucas Leonard and the assault of 17-yeqr-old Christopher Leonard, at the Word of Life Church in Chadwicks in October. Ferguson said that she snapped upon learning that her brothers, who also were members of the church, has sexually abused her children. Ferguson’s defense attorney as her sentencing suggested that the accuracy of the boys’ alleged admissions wasn’t necessarily relevant.

. . . . 


[Judge] Dwyer, the same judge who found Ferguson guilty of manslaughter, gang assault and the assault with respect to Lucas and Christopher Leonard, sentences their half-sister to a total of 25 years in prison. Dwyer had acquitted Ferguson on a murder trial she had faced” (Ferris, 2016). 

“A member of the Marange Apostolic Sect literally killed his wife after mutilating her private parts in a disastrous birth operations bid.


Chandinofira Mutereri (65) shocked all and sundry shen he ripped open his wife Nyevero Dumbu’sprivate parts with a razor blade. Nyevero gave birth at home because the Marange Doctrine does not allow sect members to go to hospital.


Dumbu wha had to be hospitalized for 14 days succumbed to the effects of the razor blade operation. She was admitted to hospital at Gutu Mission Hospital for two weeks. However, a defiant Mutereri refused to bury his wife claiming he did not want a defiled body at his homestead” (Mawawa, 2016).


“On Oct. 24, a 4-year-old girl went missing from her home in the Charaideo district of upper Assam, a mostly tribal state in northeast India.

Last Monday, the child's body was found in a forest about 70 to 80 meters from the Ratanpur tea estate where she lived with her parents. She had been decapitated and her arms had been severed.


Both her arms and her head were found scattered near the body on the forest floor.


The horrific dismembering was allegedly the result of a 14-year-old girl, who lived in the same village, losing her mobile phone.

Many in remote tribal area are ignorant and steeped in superstition

Wanting it back, her parents – Hanuman Bhumij and his wife Many Bhumij – turned to black magic, police said.


As Prasanta Phukan, an inspector in charge of the Sonari Police Station in Assam, told The Washington Post, many in the remote tribal area are uneducated and steeped in superstition.


They conducted a prayer ritual which Phukan said was performed by Gul Mhammad Ali, also known as Gulam, a tantric, or a black witch priest, in the village.


With Gulam were his nephew Hajrat Ali and another assistant, named Ariful Haqmulla.


Part of the prayer ritual to retrieve the mobile phone included sacrificing the 4-year-old girl. On Oct. 24, they allegedly kidnapped her and proceeded to horribly disfigure her, eventually killing her” (Andrews and Gupta, 2016).

“The Kraksaan District Court in Probolinggo, East Java has sentenced cult leader Dimas Kanjeng Taat Pribadi to 18 years in prison for masterminding the murder of one of his follower, Abdul Ghani.” 

“Two of [Pribadi’s] folowers, Abdul Ghani and Ismail Hidayah, were reportedly murdered for trying to expose his fraudulent practices” (Jakarta Post, 2017).
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